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Activities 

Visitors  of  all  ages  may  enjoy  the  Boston  Harbor 
Islands  State  Park.  In  addition  to  the  recreational 
facilities  listed  above,  a  broad  range  of  special 
historical,  educational  and  recreational  activities  is 
provided  throughout  the  summer. 
During  July  and  August  there  are  interpretive  pro- 
grams on  Grape,  Bumpkin,  Gallops,  Great  Brew- 
ster and  Calf.  A  self-guided  nature  trail  is  provided 
on  Lovells  Island. 
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Transportation 


e  for  ferry  trips 


The  Boston  Harbor  Islands  Stale  Park  is  in  close 
proximity  to  downtown  Boston,  and  is  easily 
reached  via  commercial  ferry  boats  from  Long 
Wharf,  which  is  located  near  ihe  Aquarium  station 
of  the  MBTA  Blue  Line.  The  schi 
from  Long  Wharf  lo  Georges  I 
the  Wharf,  and  may  be  obtami 
the  Bay  Stale  &  Provmcetown 
pany  at  (617) 723-7800 

summer  season  from  Georges  Island  to  Gallops 
and  Lovells,  service  to  Grape  and  Bumpkin  Is- 
lands is  provided  less  frequently  Other  Islands 
are  currenlly  accessible  by  private  boat, 

jor  Islands  State  Park  is  also 
r  arrangement   For  further  in- 


Access  lo  Ihe  I 
available  by  ch. 
formation,  call 


Bay  StaleS  Provmcetown 

Steamship  Co  (61 7)  723-7800 

Boston  Harbor  Cruises  (617)  227-4320 

Massachusetts  Bay  Lines  (617)  542-8000 


Emergency 


The  Islands  are  isolated  from  normal  mainland 
emergency  facilities  Securing  prior  informalion  on 
weather  and  tides,  carrying  first-aid  supplies,  and 
wearing  appropriate  clothing  for  an  island  envi- 
ronment are  important  i 


State  personnel  are  equipped  with  radios  a 
prepared  to  respond  to  emergency  ; 
should  they  arise.  In  addition,  many  boats  are 
equipped  with  Marine  or  Citizen  Band  radios  The 
following  frequencies  may  be  utilized  for 
emergency  response: 

Marine  Radio  —  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Channel  16 
Citizen  Band  Radio  Channel    9 

charged  ' 


Agenci 

duties  include  both  tl 
mental  Management 
ropolilan  District  Com 


h  emergency  i 
Departmenl  of  Environ- 
7-727-3189)andthe  Mi- 
ssion (617-727-5224). 


Permits 

Permits  are  required  for  overnight  camping  and 
other  special  uses  They  may  be  obtained,  free  of 
charge,  by  calling  the  following  numbers 

For  Georges.  Lovells  and  Peddocks 

(617)727-5250 

For  all  other  Islands  (61 7)  749-71 60 

More  detailed  information  on  specific  Islands  and 
special  events  is  available  by  calling: 

Wompatuck  State  Park  (6t7)  749-7160 

MDC  Recorded  Information        (61 7)  727-5252 


Executive  OMice  ol  Environmental  Affairs 
Department  of  Environmental  Management 
Metropolitan  District  Commission 


Introduction 


The  Boston  Harbor  Islands  are  a  unique  natural 
resource  only  minutes  from  downtown  Boston. 
Historic  structures,  landforms  and  vegetation  give 
each  Island  a  distinctive  visual  character.  One  can 
explore  the  Harbor  for  a  day  or  for  an  entire  sea- 
son. The  dramatic  contrast  between  the  city's 
skyscrapers  visible  on  the  horizon  and  the  semi- 
wilderness  of  many  of  the  Islands  is  accented  by 
the  colors,  smells  and  sounds  associated  with  an 
ocean  shore  environment. 

The  more  than  30  islands  in  the  Harbor  offer  a 
variety  of  activities  and  experiences.  Visitors  to  the 
Boston  Harbor  Islands  State  Park  may  enjoy  pic- 
nicking; hiking;  exploring  historic  fortifications; 
fishing  for  striped  bass,  bluefish  and  flounder; 
boating;  swimming;  and  overnight  camping.  In  ad- 
dition, special  programs  are  scheduled  throughout 
the  summer. 

The  Boston  Harbor  Islands  State  Park  is  easily 
reached  via  regularly  scheduled  commercial  ferry 
boats  leaving  from  the  Boston  waterfront. 


Island  Evolution 

The  Harbor  is  part  of  the  Boston  Basin,  created 
millions  of  years  ago  by  a  geologic  shift  in  the 
earth's  crust  which  left  the  Boston  area  as  a  low- 
land plain  surrounded  by  a  high  ridge  of  bedrock. 
In  a  later  geologic  period,  glaciers  covered  the 
Boston  area,  grinding  down  rock  ridges  and  leav- 
ing behind  new  hill  formations  called  drumlins.  The 
subsequent  gradual  sinking  of  the  land  and  rising 
of  the  sea  level  isolated  the  easternmost  drumlins 
and  rocky  ridges,  forming  the  Boston  Harbor  Is- 
lands. 

Continuous  erosion  by  the  sea  and  wind  has  re- 
sulted in  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  size  of 
several  of  the  islands,  and  some  of  the  original 
Harbor  Islands  have  disappeared  completely. 
Today  there  are  approximately  1200  land  acres 
within  the  50  square  mile  Harbor  area. 


History 


Remains  of  campsites  and  other  signs  provide 
evidence  that  Indians  frequented  the  Harbor  Is- 
lands at  least  6000  years  ago.  Captain  John  Smith 
visited  in  1614  and  described  Boston  Harbor  as  a 
paradise,  ".  .  .  for  here  are  many  isles  all  planted 
with  corn,  groves,  mulberries,  savage  gardens, 
and  good  harbors  .  .  .  The  seacoast .  .  .  shows  all 
along  large  cornfields,  and  great  troops  of  well- 
proportioned  people.1' 

Colonial  farms  were  established  on  many  of  the 
islands  as  early  as  1630,  with  the  first  farmers 
clearing  them  of  their  natural  woodland  cover.  In 


1 71 3,  the  first  lighthouse  on  the  continent  was  built 
on  Little  Brewster  Island.  This  lighthouse  stood 
until  1 776,  when  it  was  blown  up  by  the  retreating 
British.  The  present  structure,  a  Historic  Land- 
mark, was  erected  in  1 783. 

Guest  houses,  inns  and  resorts  were  established 
on  the  Islands  in  the  eighteenth  century,  with  the 
fresh  produce  from  the  farms  and  abundant  sea- 
food used  in  the  restaurants  and  hotels.  Excur- 
sions and  day  trips  in  the  Harbor  were  also  ex- 
tremely popular  for  those  seeking  a  respite  from 
the  already  congested  city.  Illegal  gambling  and 
boxing  matches  were  also  frequent  attractions  at 
the  inns  on  a  few  of  the  islands.  By  the  late  1 800s, 
recreation  use  diminished,  and  a  variety  of  public 
facilities  and  institutions,  including  hospitals, 
schools,  reformatories,  poor  houses  and  sewage 
treatment  plants,  were  built  on  the  islands  be- 
cause of  their  relative  isolation. 
Use  of  the  islands  for  defense  purposes  began  in 
colonial  times.  During  the  Revolutionary  War, 
there  were  fortifications  on  Long,  Castle  and  Gov- 
ernors Island.  British  amphibious  attacks  against 
other  East  Coast  cities  during  the  War  of  1812 
stimulated  further  construction  of  major  Forts  on 
Georges,  Castle  and  Governors  Island  in  the  early 
nineteenth  century.  These  Forts  were 
strengthened  during  the  Civil  War  and  Fort  War- 
ren, on  Georges  Island,  served  as  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Union  prisons  for  captured  Confederates. 

Throughout  World  Wars  I  and  II,  the  Harbor  con- 
tinued to  be  considered  strategically  important. 
During  World  War  II  the  entrance  to  the  Harbor 
was  fenced  off  by  an  underwater  torpedo  net  and 
was  heavily  mined.  Several  additional  islands 
were  fortified  with  rapid-fire  batteries  and  anti- 
aircraft guns.  Remains  of  these  fortifications  are 
still  visible  today. 

The  purpose  of  the  Park  programs  is  to  achieve  a 
balance  between  public  use  and  preservation  of 
the  resources  of  the  islands.  This  was  the  intent  of 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature  in  1970  when  it 
created  the  Boston  Harbor  Islands  State  Park.  The 
federal  government  has  assisted  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Park  through  funds  provided  by  the 
Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation,  Land  and  Water 
Conservation  Fund. 
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